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able Robert should have something to do. We spoke of
positions, and, perhaps the Secretary of State would find
him some civil employment. This met his views. I in-
quired if he or I should see Seward. He desired me to do so,
and, feeling that he should be relieved of the care and
anxiety of a parent in this crisis, I took upon myself that
object. I called immediately at the State Department.
Seward, appreciating the whole case, at once entered into
the subject and said he would employ Robert, whom he
knew to be capable, to look into the slave-trade at Cape of
Good Hope and on the African coast.

I stated to Seward that he had named too high a price
for the Danish islands; that five millions was, I appre-
hended, more than our people would feel like giving; that
I would not offer more than three. He thanked me; said he
would inquire their lowest terms, that Raasloff was anxious
to sell, etc., etc., but thought not less than five millions
would be required.

April 3, Tuesday. The proclamation announcing peace
in all the Rebel States but Texas appeared in the National
Republican this morning. I was at first a little startled by
it, apprehending it would cause some difficulty with our
volunteer officers, who, by law, ceased to act on the return
of peace. This provision towards that class of officers was
one of those headless moves of J. P. Hale, made in the
spirit of a demagogue under professed apprehension that
Mr. Lincoln, or whoever might be President, would use the
Navy to make himself dictator. The proclamation does
not include Texas; therefore the Rebellion is not declared
wholly suppressed. When I spoke of the subject to-day
in Cabinet, I found that none of the members had been
apprised of the fact, except Seward, and he not until five
o'clock the preceding evening, when he was compelled to
send to Hunter, Chief Clerk, at Georgetown. A sudden
determination seems to have influenced the President. He
did not state his reasons, but it is obvious that the Radicals